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A construction industry association has accused local labor unions of using “environmental

extortion” to secure a union-only contract to construct the proposed Big West of California refinery

expansion.

A coalition of local building trade unions

has hired a Bay Area law firm to raise

environmental objections to leverage

labor negotiations with Big West, said

Kevin Korenthal, government affairs

director for Associated Builders and

Contractors of Los Angeles/Ventura and

Central California, which represents

non-union construction firms.

Gloria Smith, the Adams Broadwell

Joseph & Cardozo attorney representing

the unions, says Korenthal’s wrong. She

maintains her clients include air quality

advocates, residents near the refinery

and unions who want to protect the

community and environment.

Korenthal, however, says the firm’s

main purpose is to make the refinery

expansion a union-only job. The unions

plan to dangle the spector of an

environmental lawsuit — driving up

expenses and delays for Big West — to

intimidate the refinery to use only union

hires for construction, he said.

If Big West agrees, Korenthal predicts

the law firm will drop its environmental

complaints.

“Their intent is to use the precious time

by holding up the project in the hopes of

getting Big West to agree to sign the

project labor agreement,” he said.

Adams Broadwell Joseph & Cardozo has

filed the most extensive objections to

the refinery project since the

environmental review began more than

a year ago.

The firm represents the Plumbers and

Steamfitters Local 460, the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 428, the Asbestos

Workers Local 5, the Boilermakers Local 92, the Ironworkers Local 155 and the Road Sprinkler

Fitters Local 669.

It also represents the Association for Irritated Residents, a local air quality advocacy group, and a

few former refinery workers who live near the facility.

Smith points out her clients’ involvement so far helped expose the refinery’s initial plans to use the

hazardous chemical hydrofluoric acid, which sparked widespread public outcry and an eventual

modification of plans. They’ve also raised awareness about the threat of contaminated soil

becoming airborne during construction.

“We have never threatened anybody in this case,” Smith said. “We've got a broad coalition. It isn't

just trade groups trying to get a labor agreement.”

She did say a third goal is “good paying jobs for the community” and that her clients would like this

to be a “union project.” But she denied the firm would drop its environmental concerns if there’s a
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union-only labor agreement.

“It just would never happen that (my other clients) would let me say, ‘We'll just walk away

because we got this (union agreement),’” Smith said.

Big West confirmed that several of the labor unions Smith represents presented the company with

a draft labor contract.

The company is negotiating with the unions, said Big West Health, Safety and Environmental

Director Bill Chadick.

He declined to comment further on the talks but said the company has always planned to use both

union and non-union labor. “We're open to negotiating an agreement that makes sense for both

parties,” he said.

Union involvement in the environmental review of major industrial projects has become common in

California. According to a a 2006 Sacramento Business Journal article, Adams Broadwell Joseph &

Cardozo has been active in the process, intervening in almost all state applications for new,

large-scale power plants in recent years and more recently turning its attention to refineries.

In many cases, the Journal reported, a union-only labor agreement has resulted along with an

out-of-court settlement on environmental concerns.

Korenthal said a union-only labor agreement for the Bakersfield project would prevent local

non-union construction workers from working the job due to the escalated costs of benefits and

union dues it would create for their employers.

Smith, the attorney representing unions, dismissed Korenthal’s concerns, saying they come from a

group representing contractors that “don't want to have to pay union wages.”

MOST READ

Stabbing closes out Lowrider event1.

Woman arrested on suspicion of
attempted extortion

2.

DUI suspect arrested after hitting car
twice, leading police on chase

3.

Two arrested in connection with robbery4.

Funeral services for Aug. 35.

MOST EMAILED

High bee prices sting almond growers1.

Taking inventory for some California
pet-trust p

2.

Pot gardens an 'ecological disaster'3.

Diabetes and me: A reporter's journey
from fear to self-control

4.

16-screen cinemaplex breaks ground5.

Site map
News
Today's Paper

Local News
Latest News

Sports
Race to Victory

Staff Blogs
Bakosphere

Ask the Californian
Breaking News

City Beat
School House Zach

Business

Eye Street
State News

World News
Weather

Obituaries
Funeral Notices

Other
Multimedia
Photo Galleries

Interactive Maps
Special Reports
RSS Feeds

E-mail Newsletters
SMS Alerts

Advertise with Us
Deal of the Day

Unions accused of "environmental extortion" in refinery dispute - Latest n... http://www.bakersfield.com/hourly_news/story/528372.html

2 of 3 8/19/2008 9:22 PM



Contact Newsroom

Entertainment
Movies

Dining
Calendar

Go & Do
Contests

New Releases
Blog: Cocktail Culture

Community
Your Words

Submit Your Article
Blogs

Create Your Blog
Staff Blogs

All Blogs
Applause
Snap!

Inside Guide
Dining
Home & Garden
Personal Care

Find Businesses
List Your Business

Opinion
Editorials
Opinion Headlines
Columnists

Letters to the Editor
Blog: Sound Off

Marketplace
Classifieds
Items under $100

Merchandise
Pets & Animals

Public Notices
Autos

Homes
Featured Agents
Real Estate Rentals

Jobs
Jobs at The Californian

Shopping
Special Sections

Place Your Ad
Print and Online

Online Only

Media Kit

Rate Cards
Contact Advertising

Subscriber Services
E-edition

Press Pass
Frequently Asked Questions

Contact Circulation

Other Resources
About Us
Contact Us

Privacy Policy
Terms of Use

Sites

Bakersfield.org

BakersfieldLife.com

Bakotopia

Kern Business

Kern Life

Mas

Northwest Voice

Raising Bakersfield

Southwest Voice

Tehachapi News

Unions accused of "environmental extortion" in refinery dispute - Latest n... http://www.bakersfield.com/hourly_news/story/528372.html

3 of 3 8/19/2008 9:22 PM


